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Western Trustee Candidate Statements

Tom Bentley
Cottonwood, CA
Most AHRMA members on the West 
Coast already know me (like me or 
hate me because of tech inspection). 
Those of you who do not, here is a 
brief history of my involvement in 
AHRMA and why I am once again 
hoping to represent you.
First of all, I love this exciting sport. I 
began racing motocross in 1970 at age 
13. When I turned 17 years old, I pur-
chased my first brand new motorcycle. I picked the bike I wanted 
right from the crates at the shipping docks in southern California 
– a yellow 1974 Maico – the same bike I still ride today! Now my 
entire family rides in AHRMA, too – my wife Julie; my sons, Tim 
and Terry; and my daughter Alisa. Between the five of us, we sup-
port many different classes.
However, racing these great old bikes was not enough for me. I 
volunteered to assist Dave Janiec, former Chairman of the Board, 
in tech inspection duties. I am now the current Western Tech 
Inspector helping to keep our riders safe and honest. This position 
has enabled me to get to personally know the members of AHR-
MA and learn what the members want to see either changed or 
maintained in the organization. I have had great conversations 
with most all of you! I served on the Board of Trustees for six years 
during a period of AHRMA’s history that was considered one of 
the most tumultuous since its inception. Proudly we were able to 
work hard as a governing body, and together we were successful in 
defeating our adversarial opponents and became a much stronger 
organization. After serving for two terms, I decided it was time for 
someone else to serve. That was approximately five years ago. 
Members who know me have come to realize that I am not one to 
shy away from making difficult decisions, while always keeping the 
integrity of the organization and AHRMA’s Mission Statement 
in the forefront of my reasoning. I have the experience needed to 
be a viable active participant on the Board because of my work, 
involvement, and understanding of this organization. If elected, I 
can assure you that I will do my best to represent you, the mem-
bers, in every decision I am asked to make while keeping the na-
tional strength and integrity of AHRMA’s Mission Statement and 
bylaws intact. I thank you for your consideration to elect me to 
serve as one of your Western Trustees to help keep the strength of 
the largest vintage racing organization in the world that promotes 
“fun on old wheels.” I hope that you will trust and support me 
with your vote.   Thank you. ▲

Luke Conner
New Iberia, LA 
In 2004, I went down to Mid Ohio 
with Barbara, my wife, to watch the 
Vintage Festival races and see the 
swap meet. There I met several of the 
people racing and realized that this 
was a group of people that I could 
really enjoy being with. In 2005, I 
went down to Barber and took my 
license for roadrace and the rest has 
been, well, let’s say, history. Since 
then my wife Barbara and I have 
both been racing and participating in sponsoring classes and 
eventually became the overall series sponsor for AHRMA road-
race. During this time, I have come to understand the AHRMA 
program and would like to take the next step and have the oppor-
tunity to become a Trustee.
I have since met with many of the other Trustees in order to cross 
pollinate and to gain the knowledge from the motocross folks and 
the other off-road disciplines. These discussions have given me in-
sight into the complexities of AHRMA and what it takes to keep a 
ship like this going in the right direction.
I started CPL Systems in 1995, a high-tech engineering company 
that supports the energy economy in the Northern Continent, so I 
understand the rigors of business, finance and have learned a good 
bit about how to work with people. That experience provides me 
with insight into how to work with the members of AHRMA, and 
how to plan for our future.  I believe that I have the capabilities to 
function in the capacity.
Please consider me for the Western Region Trustee position.  ▲

Tony Moseley
Ft. Worth, TX
Shortly after my recent retirement 
from three decades of indentured 
servitude for a major motorcycle 
OEM, some of my “friends” and 
fellow AHRMA members disturbed 
my blissful lack of employment 
by challenging me to offer my 
services as AHRMA Trustee for the 
Western region. They reminded me 
that it is now time for me to “give 
something back” to the motorcycling 
community that provided me with 
such a good living, years of memories, and so many pleasant trips 
to the emergency room.
My career for the past 30 years has been with Kawasaki Motors 
Corp., USA. I served first as a District Manager in the field, 
interacting with retail dealers for the brand, and for the last 14 
years in executive management as a Regional Sales Director, 
assisting the company with budgetary functions, formulating 
and implementing wholesale and retail programs, creating and 
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Debbie Poole
Tiburon, CA
Much has happened since my first Board meeting over six years 
ago; the economy was poised for a downturn unlike any during 
AHRMA’s existence.  AHRMA was forced into bankruptcy, but 
made the final bankruptcy payment this October. At times AHR-
MA struggled, and membership declined right along with the 
economy and member’s shrinking discretionary spending, but so 
did other similar racing organizations struggle, big and small. Of 
all of them, AHRMA has survived better than most, and now that 
the bankruptcy is paid off, many possibilities are in front of us that 
we were not in the position to take advantage of before.
But at this juncture of AHRMA’s 25th year, the organization 
faces perhaps as big a challenge as the bankruptcy. At this point 
in time – and likely into the future, a very real prospect of a flat 
economy continues, and the temptation is to make incremental 
and compounding rules in an effort to increase participation and 
membership.  AHRMA roadracing has a particular challenge to 

keep the program successful, with a continuing ability to afford 
good venues. The off-road disciplines are not immune to financial 
hurdles. Creative thinking must be employed for all of AHRMA’s 
racing programs, not simply cost-cutting measures, to first stabi-
lize and then increase membership. In these efforts AHRMA must 
first decide if it is committed to being a vintage organization, or if 
it will let go of that commitment, and if so, to what degree.
My position is that we commit to AHRMA’s Mission Statements. 
It may be time to add wording to all Mission Statements that 
clearly reinforces that intent. Our sport, in reality, is a Brand New 
Sport to most people. Few have 
seen the vintage machines we race 
in AHRMA, and even fewer have 
seen them in action, on the track. 
The efforts to recreate a different 
era reflected in most of our tracks, 
without dangerous or demanding 
obstacles, is hugely attractive to 
many people. We are not seeking 
to attract every 20-year-old who 
loves racing; we want to attract the 
kind of 20-year-old (or 30-, 40- or 
50-year-old for that matter) who 
does not want to take great risks, 
but still wants a true racing experi-
ence. Someone who already has or who will develop an enduring 
interest and appreciation of the differences between the vintage 
machines we race and those that are more modern. This idea of a 
Brand New Sport is a simple one, and must be capitalized on and 
vigorously promoted.  
The point of having to attract young people, or the sport will 
die, has merit but is not the total answer to AHRMA’s success.  
AHRMA will likely never see the exploding growth it did in the 
‘80s and early ‘90s. Those years were a perfect storm when many 
thousands of people were precisely the right age to be attracted to 
AHRMA for the personal nostalgia of racing the bikes they had as 
young adults. Over 5000 people heard that call, and those num-
bers were fairly steady for a long period. We must realize that our 
future growth will be slow, but it can be steady and strong. People 
of all ages are joining, and have been joining, but at a much slower 
rate than before. Attrition of many long-time members is begin-
ning to become more evident, and we are coming into a phase of 
rebuilding. Though at a slower rate, new members will carry on 
the tradition year by year, bringing other people into AHRMA. 
I don’t look at this as a failure, or feel a great urgency because 
growth isn’t what it was at AHRMA’s height. We must reconcile 
with this fact, and concentrate on how to proceed with this new 
reality. 
As an AHRMA off-road promoter for almost 10 years, and rid-
er for 25 years, I have experienced first-hand at many different 
venues things that work and do not work. I hear complaints and 
commendations about how events are run, and what people want 
and do not want. I have educated myself to the unique worlds 
of AHRMA roadracing and dirt track, and that effort for better 
understanding continues. I listen to the desires of members, but 
always with an eye on the future and how our decisions will shape 
AHRMA for years, long after I am off the Board.
AHRMA’s future will be different in many ways than that of the 
past. I am excited at the prospect of being a part of that by serving 
a third term on the AHRMA Board of Trustees. ▲

overseeing regional marketing campaigns, ensuring DMV statute 
compliance, etc.
My background in motorcycling as a personal choice is somewhat 
lengthier, beginning with the purchase of a Honda CL125 in 
1968; I have been involved in motorcycling one way or another 
every day since then. The first organized event I competed in 
was the 115-mile AMA National Enduro in Post, Texas in 1974, 
which I specifically remember as the longest day of my life. My 
first AHRMA National event was riding the vintage motocross 
at Steamboat Springs in 1993, which is still one of the most 
memorable weekends I can recall. I was a founding member of 
the Texas Vintage Racing Club in 1988, and have been involved 
in the operations of the club since that time. The organization 
has evolved into quite a successful regional club, offering 10 high 
quality events plus two awards banquets annually. In addition 
to acting as President of the Texas club, I compete in several 
AHRMA off-road events annually. My roadracing experience is 
somewhat limited; I have ridden several track days at some of the 
nation’s finest road courses, Laguna Seca and Fontana included, 
but I outgrew my leathers and parked my ZX6R a few years ago. 
David Pierce has now offered to loan me a vintage machine to take 
another swing at scaring the wits out of myself, and if I can find a 
set of leathers large enough, I plan on giving pavement scratching 
another go.
In all seriousness, I have tried to mention the points of my 
background that indicate my commitment to the motorcycling 
community, my ability to contribute to an enthusiast organization, 
and my personal passion for the sport of motorcycling. I feel that 
AHRMA is an organization comprised of fine individuals who, by 
working together, have allowed the organization to overcome both 
legal and economic challenges through the years. I am willing 
to work alongside these individuals to perpetuate the success of 
the organization, and to enhance the value of your AHRMA 
membership.
Feel free to contact me with any questions or comments.
Thank you, 
Tony Moseley
Tony.moseley@gmail.com ▲


